
  

 

TJSL Awarded LEED Gold Certification for its Green Building  
 
TJSL Dean and President Rudy Hasl announced on Tuesday, January 22 that the law school’s new 
downtown campus has achieved Gold Certification under the U.S. Green Building  
Council’s LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Program. “Going for the Gold” 
has been Dean Hasl’s goal from the moment the new building was conceived. 
 
“From the beginning of the construction process, the School sought to achieve LEED Gold  

status as a statement of its commitment to sustainability and environmental responsibility,” said Dean Hasl.  “Our achieve-
ment of this status stands as a symbol of our commitment to responsible energy management and our leadership within the 
legal education community. We have demonstrated with our investment in this project that we have backed up our rhetoric 
with tangible commitments.” The new law school was designed and built to be as energy efficient as possible, to reduce the 
school’s environmental footprint and to generate solar electricity for the San Diego Gas & Electric grid. 
 
There is a 49 kilowatt photovoltaic  energy system on the roof, owned and operated by SDG&E, that will generate clean  
electricity to be fed directly back into the grid – enough clean energy at peak production to power  the law school and up  
to 32 homes.  This renewable system was worth one point toward the 39 points needed to qualify for Gold Level LEED  
certification. 
 
In recognition of these “green” efforts, SDG&E presented the law school with an incentive check for $111,199 in March  
2011 for its participation in the company’s “Sustainable Communities Champions Award” and “Savings by Design” programs.  
 
The building’s mechanical equipment requires less energy to operate because of the building’s lower heating and cooling  
demands.  A “Cool Roof” membrane on the main roof reflects heat from the sun and reduces cooling loads on the building.  
The school’s new server and network infrastructures also are saving on energy. 
 
Another eco-friendly innovation is the use of Hycrete, a concrete admixture that turns regular concrete into a waterproof  
barrier. Hycrete was used for the foundation and flooring and the result is a highly desirable green environmental impact  
and great cost savings. 
 
Other green features of the new campus include the availability of public transportation, with the trolley right on the school’s 
doorstep and the use of low-emitting construction materials for the interior and innovation in the design process.  
 
The landscaping is part of Dean Hasl’s vision to create “an urban oasis” on the building’s outdoor terraces with specially  
selected drought-resistant plants.  The highlight of the oasis is the living wall on the fifth floor terrace – an 85 foot green  
wall of succulent plants that hides the view of the mechanical equipment on the roof of the building next door. The wall also 
creates a place of green solitude for students to study amid the concrete city surrounding the law school. The building design 
also conserves water – requiring an estimated 20 percent less water than average, while the water-efficient landscape design 
will require about 50 percent less water. 
 
The new campus also include the availability of public transportation, with the trolley right on the school’s doorstep; the use 
of low-emitting construction materials for the interior and innovation in the design process.The process of the final LEED 
Gold Certification shows that the TJSL campus is a sustainable and enduring environmentally-friendly landmark in San  
Diego’s East Village – as well as a shining example of what a green law school can be. Rudy Hasl’s reputation of being San  
Diego’s “Green Dean” is well-deserved. 

January 28, 2013 

http://new.usgbc.org/leed
http://new.usgbc.org/leed
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Don’t Miss this Opportunity to See/Hear Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg! 

Be sure to Register by Friday, February 1. 

 

There’s no reason to feel left out if you missed registering for  
the Women and the Law Conference.  That’s because you and 
your guests have another opportunity to hear and see Justice 
Ginsburg speak!  The first event in our three-day Dedication  
Celebration is the formal Dedication Ceremony for the new 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law campus to take place at the  
Balboa Theatre at Horton Plaza on Thursday, February 7,  
at 5 p.m.    

 
Our honored guests will include not only Justice Ginsburg, but Supreme Court Justices from three other 
countries:  Brazilian Supreme Court Justice Dias Toffoli; former French Supreme Court Justice Noe lle  
Lenoir; and Chinese Supreme Court Justice Jiang Huiling!  There will be other guest speakers as well.   
You won’t want to miss this once in a lifetime event!   

 
It is free and you may bring guests, as long as you all are registered in advance at Dedication@tjsl.edu.   

 

And it just gets better!  Following the Dedication Ceremony at 6:30 p.m. will be an Open House at the  
law school for you and your registered guests.  Great music, food and other surprises will await you 
there!  Dean Hasl soon will be sending an email about class schedules during the ceremony and open 
house hours as he wants as many members of the TJSL community to attend this event as possible. 

 

Register now at Dedication@tjsl.edu .  We must have a complete list of attendees for the U.S. Marshals 
who will accompany Justice Ginsburg during her visit to TJSL for these events.  Just like at the Women 
and the Law Conference, there will be a formal check-in and guests not on the registered list will not  
be admitted.  

 

Register by Friday, February 1. 

mailto:Dedication@tjsl.edu
mailto:Dedication@tjsl.edu
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Tim Purpura '91: From Law School to Major League Baseball's Executive Suite 
 
TJSL alumnus Tim Purpura ’91 has had a lifelong love affair with 
baseball.  It led him to his current position as the Senior Director 
of Player Development for the Texas Rangers, his former position 
as General Manager of the Houston Astros and many other posi-
tions in baseball as well. 
  
His career story was an inspiration to those who heard him 
speak at TJSL on January 24, as he talked about his pathway  
from law school to baseball’s executive suites, during a 
lunchtime event presented by the TJSL Alumni Association  
and the law school’s Center for Sports Law and Policy. 
  
Purpura says a bit of advice from his mentor,  former Orioles  
and White Sox general manager Roland Hemond is what made 

up his mind to go to law school. Hemond told him that “someday lawyers are going to run baseball.” 
  
Those were prophetic words, and today Purpura feels that not only are there a myriad of opportunities for lawyers 
in baseball, but in all professional and amateur sports.  “Law school was my entre e into sports that I would not 
have had otherwise,” he said. 
  
In fact, Purpura was already interning with the then California Angels while he was at the law school when it  
was known as Western State University College of Law – flying back and forth between San Diego and the Angel’s 
training facility in Arizona. 
  
“They were exhausting times, but great times,” Purpura said. 
  
After law school, he followed former Angel’s general manager Mike Port, who was founding the Arizona Fall 
League. “I used my law degree right off the bat to negotiate stadium leases around Phoenix,” said Purpura. “But  
I also did everything from washing player’s uniforms to raking the infield,” adding that it was great experience  
for his later career as a baseball executive. 
  
Being the GM of the Astros was “the epitome of what I aspired to in baseball,” Purpura said. And so far, his greatest 
experience was the Astros playing in the World Series against his boyhood team, the Chicago White Sox, even 
though Chicago won the series.“The World Series was the highlight of my career, but losing in the World Series 
was the lowlight of my career,” he said. 
  
Purpura also told the audience some pretty colorful stories about his experiences in baseball, stories that included 
baseball greats like Albert Pujols, Craig Biggio and the late Ken Caminiti, among others. 
  
As far as the climate in sports now, Purpura feels the two biggest issues are Performance Enhancing Drugs (PEDS) 
and  inappropriate social media messages by players. “Every area of professional and amateur sports has lawyers 
involved with the PED problem,” he said. 
  
And he says there are so many opportunities in different areas of sports law, including licensing and workers  
compensation.  
  
Event organizer Jeremy Evans ’11 presented Purpura with a Distinguished Alumni Award and Purpura, in turn,  
said he is really impressed with the new TJSL campus. “It’s amazing," Purpura commented. “I have to commend  
the law school for building a first-class facility with great amenities to help the students learn.” 
  
"We were delighted to have Tim Purpura join us and offer his words of wisdom," said Evans.  "As I looked around 
the room during his speech, I could see eyes filled with wonder, dreams, and excitement, including my own, as Tim 
told his stories and experience working and living in America's Pastime.  Very practical and honest advice of his 
path in sports and how we can get there too--hard work!"  

TJSL alumnus Tim Purpura ’91  and Event  
Organizer Jeremy Evans ’11  
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Author, Author: TJSL's Singular Literary Event  
Click here to Read the Story  
 
It was a unique event for TJSL - Lawyers in Literature. 
  
Professor Steve Semeraro read excerpts from his award-
winning short story “The Birds They Sang at the Break of 
Dawn” at a special reception in the 8th floor conference room 
Wednesday evening, January 23. 
  
The story, based  loosely on the real-life career of TJSL  
alumnus and DUI attorney Eric Ganci ‘08, won the first ever 
Journal of Legal Education Fiction Contest in 2012, sponsored 
by Southwestern Law School in  Los Angeles. The contest was 
judged by a panel of prominent writers and Professor Seme-
raro’s story was selected as the best entry from among 129 
from writers across the U.S. and several other countries. 
  
An audience of fellow faculty members, alumni, students  
and staff came to the reading, as Professor Semeraro set  
the mood by positioning himself behind a music stand with  
an old-fashioned style microphone and a wine bottle atop an 
antique wooden stand next to him. 
  
“Erica Lane’s boyfriend called Gramchi first,” said Professor 
Semeraro reading the opening lines of his story.  “Around 10 
the night before, Erica had flounced out the door with Sheila 
and some girls that Grail didn’t know.  She did this often; late 
nights were par for Erica’s course.  But when 2:30 came and 
went, Grail suspected that this wouldn’t be a typical night.  At 
4:50, he heard the phone.  He let it ring a little because he didn’t 
want to rush into hearing what he knew would not be good.  
Erica had been arrested for DUI.  Bad as it initially sounded, it 
only got worse.” 
  
As he read the story, Professor Semeraro interspersed back-
ground anecdotes on how he created the characters and his 
inspiration for the writing style he developed – from the works of Thomas Pynchon to a Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame induction speech by Eric Clapton. 
  
“Inspiration is likely to come from anywhere,” said Professor Semeraro. 
 
The story was also based on his own real-life experiences, according to Professor Semeraro, including a 
ride-along he did with the U.S. Park Police while he was working as an  
Assistant U.S. Attorney in Virginia. 

Professor Steve Semeraro Reads from his 
Award-Winning Short Story  

The reading drew an appreciative crowd  

Eric Ganci '08 enjoyed the story that was based 
on his experiences  

http://www.swlaw.edu/pdfs/jle/jle623semeraro.pdf
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Author, Author: TJSL's Singular Literary Event  
Continued…  
 
  
That resulted in this colorful passage: 
 
“Tom Foley, a young patrolman at the end of a long nightshift, 
pulled her over and saw an open bottle of Vodka on the front 
seat.  He asked her to get out of the car, and after a short pause 
her mid-thigh-high boots reached tentatively for what she 
hoped was the ground.  She couldn’t walk a straight line.   
Hell, she couldn’t walk a curved line.  She could barely walk  
at all.  Repeatedly, she screamed at Foley calling him a “Yogi-
bear cop” whose ass her boyfriend would undoubtedly kick or 
something to that effect.  Foley looked more like Booboo than 
Yogi, but you had to forgive her for the mistake.  Most everyone 
made it.”  
  
In the audience was Eric Ganci, upon whom the character 
Gramchi is based. The story chronicles Ganci/Gramchi’s  
decision to specialize in DUI cases – after a conversation  
with a homeless man who Ganci used to see regularly in  
the microfiche room at the old TJSL campus in Old Town. 
“Make yourself the very best at doing that one thing,” said  
his gray and wizened street sage. And that’s exactly what both 
Ganci… and Gramchi did. 
  
“I am sooo beyond flattered,” said Ganci of Professor Semeraro’s fictional portrayal of him. “And it’s also 
cool to see every level of TJSL here – from students to professors to alumni. This is a really nice event.” 
  
Ganci was also thankful for the special beer and wine-tasting created for the event by Associate Dean  
Eric Mitnick and Professor Semeraro, which was a hit with the literary crowd. 
  
The evening was also a fund-raiser for the following three different and worthwhile projects. The first is 
an Alumni Association art gift, the second is a mural to grace the lobby of TJSL’s law clinic offices, and the 
third is the sponsorship of clinical student.  
  
“I enjoyed the opportunity to share the story behind The Birds They Sand at the Break of Day with my 
colleagues and alumni from throughout the school’s history,” said Professor Semeraro.  “And as I said  
at the event, it gave me the chance to extend my 15 minutes of fame to ½ hour.  The opportunity to raise 
money for TJSL’s extensive clinical program was the icing on the cake for me.  Even if you missed the 
event, please contribute to support the students in the various clinical programs.” 
  
"I really enjoyed the evening and especially Steve's presentation,” said Dean Mitnick, one of the event’s 
organizers.  “There was a genuine warmth in the room among the faculty, staff, alumni, and students  
attending.  Our hope is that it will be the first of many 'Evenings With' different faculty members." 
  
By the way…the bottle of wine on the stand was a raffle prize and it was won by none other than… 
Eric Ganci! 
  
To contribute to the Alumni Association Art Gift click here.  

Dean Eric Mitnick warmed up the crowd for  
"the artiste"  

http://www.tjsl.edu/make-gift/alumni-art-gift
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Congratulations to our VLAC Scholarship Awardees 
 
Congratulations to Conrad Ohashi 2L and Nicole Heffel  3L as the Fall 
2012 winners of the Veterans Clinic Alumni Scholarships.  Professor 
Steve Berenson, the VLAC director made the announcement. 
 
“Conrad and Nicole showed tremendous commitment and dedication 
to the work of the clinic and to their clients, in addition to doing top 
notch work,” said Professor Berenson. “It was particularly hard  
deciding on scholarship winners this semester because we had one  
of the strongest groups of students we have ever had in the Veterans 
Clinic.  Nonetheless, Conrad and Nicole went far beyond any expecta-
tions we could have had for them in terms of their hard work, their 
dedication, and their commitment to their struggling veteran cli-

ents.  And, the best news is that both are continuing their work with the Clinic for the spring semester.” 
 
"It's a privilege to be rewarded for hard work,” said Ohashi.  “It was a greater privilege being able to work 
with the fantastic professors and the most amazing, competent, and helpful student colleagues of the  
Veterans Legal Assistance Clinic. Thank you for all your help."    
 
 "I am greatly honored to be a recipient of the veterans clinic scholarship,” said Heffel, a veteran herself.  
“The veterans clinic is more than just legal experience, it is personal for me.  I am privileged and honored 
to be in a position to help those that served. To be recognized for work that I feel so passionate towards 
is an even greater honor." 
 
The Thomas Jefferson School of Law Veterans Legal Assistance Clinic provides limited legal assistance,  
as well as full service legal representation, to the residents and alumni of Veterans Village of San Diego. 
Veterans Village is a highly successful, residential program that provides housing, substance abuse,  
mental health, and job training services to formerly homeless veterans who are struggling to regain full 
participation in society. Areas of concentration include family, consumer and administrative law. Clinic 
students have primary responsibility for the cases they handle and the clients they represent. 
  
 

 

 

L to R:  Conrad Ohashi  2L, Nicole  
Heffel  3L and Professor Steve  
Berenson 
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TJSL Solo Practitioner Center has International Ties  
 

“The incubator concept is spreading like wildfire,” said Fred Rooney, 
who developed the first incubator program at CUNY Law School in 
New York, and who helped start the incubator programs at both 
Thomas Jefferson and California Western schools of law. 
  
The latest incubator program Rooney has established is in Santo  
Domingo, the Dominican Republic, where he is doing a Fulbright 
Scholarship this is  the first incubator program in Latin America and 
the first outside the U.S. 
  
On Monday, January 28, Rooney brought three Dominicans to San  
Diego to visit the Center for Solo Practitioners, TJSL’s incubator  
program, which has been in operation since November 1. The visitors 
and the lawyers from the CSP met in a round table session to learn 
about each other’s programs, with TJSL alumnus and solo practitioner 
Ben Aguilar '11 acting as the translator. 
  
“San Diego is now an international hub for incubators, having two  
incubator programs,” said Rooney, whose program in Santo Domingo 
is being funded by the U.S. State Department. 
  
The incubator in Santo Domingo is focusing on gender violence as well  
as serving the LGBT community there. Two Dominican law students, 
Emanuel Alca ntara Alfonce and Luis Sosa Brea have been instrumen-
tal in setting up the program in Santo Domingo and Brigida Melo,  
a recent law school graduate will be directing the program. 
  
“This is a great opportunity for people about to graduate,” said Sosa. 
“It is also giving back to the community,” he added, referring to the 
Santo Domingo center’s mission of providing access to justice for  
people who can’t afford lawyers. 
  
That is the same mission as TJSL’s incubator program, headed by  
Professor Lilys McCoy, who was pleased to host the Dominican  
delegation. 
  
“It was inspiring to see how the vision of post-graduate legal educa-

tion had been embraced by these highly motivated and energetic 

young lawyers from the Dominican Republic,” said Professor McCoy. 
 

The Dominican Group had a 
Roundtable Meeting with TJSL's  
Solo Practitioners  

Dominican Lawyer Brigida Meo with 
Fred Rooney and TJSL Solo Practition-
er Ben Aguilar '11  

Dominican Law Students Emanuel  
Alca ntara Alfonce and Luis Sosa Brea  

Solo Practitioners Center Director  
Professor Lilys McCoy with visitors 
Alca ntara and Sosa  
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Professor Herrera Honored By Diverse Issues in Education Magazine  
  

TJSL Professor Liz Herrera has been honored by Diverse  
Issues in Higher Education as one of its “Emerging Scholars 
Class of 2013 - 12 rising academic stars who have emerged 
as leaders in their respective disciplines who shine in and 
out of the classroom.”  Not only was Professor Herrera one 
of the professors selected, but she was featured on the cover 
of the magazine! 
 
(See the article) 
 

The Stanford University and Harvard Law School graduate 
was singled out for her “twin mission as a law professor  
and community lawyer…access to justice and entrepreneuri-
alism.” 
 
Diverse calls Professor Herrera a “national leader on extending ‘low-bono’ legal services to working class 
people who cannot afford to pay customary rates and don’t qualify for legal aid because they earn too 
much.” 
 

“I am honored by this acknowledgement of my efforts and TJSL’s commitment to hire a faculty that  
reflects the needs of its student body,” said Professor Herrera of the award. 
 

Professor Herrera, who has been on the TJSL faculty since 2008, is the founder of the law school’s Small 
Business Law Center, which puts into practice her passions of providing legal services for the under-
served populations, while helping promote their entrepreneurial dreams. She is also responsible for the 
development of TJSL’s Center for Solo Practitioners, a lawyer incubator program. 
 

Before arriving at TJSL, Professor Herrera had solo a practice in Compton, California and is also the  
co-founder and board president of Community Lawyers, Inc., a non-profit organization that provides  
low and moderate-income people access to affordable legal services and develops innovative opportuni-
ties for attorneys and law students in underserved communities. 
 

Congratulations to Professor Herrera from the TJSL Family! 

http://mydigimag.rrd.com/publication/?i=140845
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2013 Western Region Black Law Students Association Convention  

By Adeyinka Glover 3L 
  
The weekend of  January 12-13, I attended National Black Law  
Students Association’s Western Region Annual Convention hosted  
in Los Angeles, California.  National Black Law Students Association 
(NBSLA) hosts regional conferences for its six regions throughout the 
months of January and February and hosts its National Convention in 
the month of March.  It is an organization made up of over 200 chap-
ters and several thousand members. 
  
The Western Region of the National Black Law Students Association 
(WRBLSA) conference was a great opportunity to meet fellow law  
students from California, Washington, Oregon, Nevada, Idaho, and  

Arizona.  The conference consisted of panel discussions, job fairs, workshops, and board meetings. The 
conference also hosted moot court and mock trial competitions where the top three teams will compete 
against top teams from the other five regions at the National Convention in March. 
  
This year’s panels were highly informative.  The two I enjoyed most were the Sister to Sister and the  
Intellectual Property Law Panel.  On the Sister to Sister Panel were several prominent attorneys, includ-
ing Jackie Lacey, Los Angeles’ first African-American female District Attorney.  The panelists spoke about 
their experiences of being women of color in the legal profession.  The Intellectual Property Panel was 
hosted by Kirkland & Ellis—one of the top international commercial law firms.  The attorneys on that 
panel discussed the growing field of intellectual property and shared anecdotes of cases they have  
handled over the years.  
  
There were receptions and job fairs where I met attorneys from all over the Los Angeles area. It was a 
great opportunity to network and give my resume to attorneys in the fields of law that I am interested in. 
  
I had the opportunity to watch the final round to determine the first place winners of the mock trial  
competition.  The competitors, who were judged by actual judges, were poised and strong advocates  
for their fictional clients.  And although I didn’t see the moot court finals, I was pleased to hear that law 
students from the University of San Diego advanced to Nationals.  
  
Overall, I enjoyed being in the presence of such dynamic law students.  We shared our interests and goals 
and made lasting contacts. 
  
I'm excited for Nationals in Atlanta this year and I hope other Thomas Jefferson students will join  
me there! 
  
If you are interested in more about the national convention, contact me at gloverae@gapps.tjsl.edu 

TJSL's Adeyinka Glover (2nd from left) 
with California Western SOL  
Attendees  

mailto:gloverae@gapps.tjsl.edu
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Roe v. Wade 40th Anniversary Dinner:  TJSL is Well-Represented 

 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law had a large group of attendees at the 
40th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade Celebration held on January 24 by 
the San Diego Coalition for Reproductive Choice. TJSL alumna Jenn 
Kish ’10 is chair of the coalition. 
 

The TJSL students who were present at the dinner are current  
members of Law Students for Reproductive Choice as well as past 
members who have graduated but are still active in reproductive  
justice because of their experiences at TJSL. 
 

"The Roe v. Wade Dinner, with its theme of ‘Reproductive Justice, Then and Now,’ was empowering,  
because it showed how far the reproductive rights movement has 
come since the Roe v. Wade decision in 1973,” said attendee Susy 
Prochazka 3L.  “The event was also humbling, however, because it 
highlighted how much work still needs to be done to ensure that 
women have full access to these rights." 
 

This year, San Diego attorney and reproductive rights champion  
Abby Silverman-Weiss was honored as the 2013 Defender of Choice. 
 
“The 40th Anniversary Roe v. Wade Dinner program paid tribute to 

San Diego leaders who advocated for choice during an era when women had no access to legal abortions 
in the United States,” said Professor Joy Delman, who attended the dinner and is faculty advisor to 
LSRJ.  “California, and San Diego in particular, has always been at the forefront in protecting women’s 
rights and choice in matters of reproduction.  Ronald Reagan, as governor, legalized abortion in California 
in 1967, prior to the Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v Wade.  Subsequent Supreme Court decisions  
concerning matters such as allowing women access to health clinics without having to endure direct  
confrontation by protestors, arose out of cases that were decided here or regulations first promulgated  
in California.  The dinner paid tribute to those who played fundamental roles in securing those rights, 
and provided inspiration to those younger guests who are interested not only in preserving those rights, 
but in ensuring that all citizens have equal opportunity and access in order to exercise reproductive  
justice. “ 
 

The turnout reflected the strong and active chapter of Law Students for Reproductive Justice at TJSL – 
both past and present members. 

 
Who’s Who: 

First Photo: (Left to Right)  Debbye Rosenthal ‘12, Melissa Cantu, Meghan Powell,  Susy Prochazka, Thomas 
Anderson,  Professor Joy Delman, Jessica Mulvaney,  Amanda Pollard, Erin Panichkul, Jessica Collins ’12. 
 

Second photo: (Left to right)Jessica Collins, Debbye Rosenthal, Jenn Kish ‘10, Thomas Anderson, Susy  

Prochazka, Amanda Pollard, Joy Delman , Jessica Mulvaney, Meghan Powell, Melissa Cantu. 
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FALSD/PALSD Scholarships  
 
Two TJSL students were honored at the FALSD/PALSD 35th Annual  
Dinner and Installation of Officers on January 24 at the Doubletree  
Hotel Mission Valley.   
 
Aarti Kumar 3L and Esther Hyun 3L received scholarships from the  
organizations, the Filipino American Lawyers of San Diego (FALSD)  
and the Pan Asian Lawyers of San Diego (PALSD.) 
 
“It is such an honor and blessing to be recognized as one of the scholar-
ship recipients,” said Kumar.  
 
“I would like to thank Professor Maurice Dyson, Professor Rebecca Lee, 
and Mr. Peter Quon ’77 for their tremendous support and guidance. I am 
also very grateful to PALSD and FALSD for their generosity and commit-
ment to support aspiring attorneys.” 
 
“I am very honored and grateful to be the recipient of the 2013 PALSD 
scholarship,” said Hyun.  “This generous scholarship will assist me with 
the costs of taking the California bar exam, which allows me to focus  
my attention on more important matters, such as preparing and passing 
the exam in July. I would also like to express my gratitude to my  

family, Professor Luz Herrera, and Mr. Nam Kim for their guidance and support.” 
 
The keynote speaker was the Honorable Mona Pasquil, the Secretary of Appointments from the California 
State Governor’s Office. 

Aarti Kumar and Esther Hyun 

Aarti Kumar and Professor  
Maurice Dyson 

CLIMB Assists Crawford Mock Trial  
By Diana Vasquez 3L 

On Friday, January 25, Crawford High School students presented their first 
mock trial of the spring semester at Crawford High School. CLIMB was invit-
ed to view their debut. The Crawford High students  
had one day to prepare for the mock trial. 
 
The case given to the students dealt with the Eighth Amendment. The issue 
was whether a 17-year old with a mental condition should be given the 
death penalty for the murder of a 10-year old. The class was then divided, 

with half representing the prosecution and the other half the defense.  
 
TJSL’s CLIMB members assisted the students on Thursday, with setting up the mock trial and then acted 
as co-counsels on Friday. It was a fun experience to see the Crawford Students act as lawyers, witnesses, 
and members of the jury. This is the first of many mock trials to come.  
 
If you would like to get involved, or have any questions, please contact Lee Vernon, CLIMB’s Program  
Coordinator, at vernonlm@tjsl.edu. CLIMB, which stands for the Crawford Legal Institute & Mentorship 
Bond program, was founded by Professors Maurice Dyson and Bill Slomanson of TJSL’s Diversity Com-
mittee.  In the CLIMB program, TJSL students work very closely with Crawford students and become role 
models and mentors to them. 



12 

 
Page 12 The Advisor  

Student Organization Fair Brings Students Together  
By Samantha Morales 2L 

 

The student organization room on the 5th floor was buzzing with  
excitement on Thursday, January 24, as students gathered at the Spring 
semester Student Organization Fair. Over two dozen student organiza-
tions showcased to new members how they each enrich student life  
at TJSL. 
  
The Women's Law Association and the Native American Law Students 
Association are two re-emerging student organizations that participat-
ed this semester. 
  
And as you can imagine, students were happy to see that candy and 
snacks were everywhere! 
  
“It was beneficial to have a few hours to hang out with the other organi-
zation's leaders and to meet some of the future leaders of TJSL," said 
Public Interest Law Foundation President Kelly Hayes 3L, who was very 
excited that PILF was able to recruit 15 new members. 
 
Black Law Students Association Vice President Jay B Campbell 2L  
praises the fellowship within his organization. “BLSA provides a great 
opportunity to meet fellow students. We provide great networking and 
a strong support system.” 
  
President Antionette Scott 3L spoke proudly about the beautiful glass 
trophy on BLSA's desk. “We won it after our mock trial team advanced  
to the National BLSA competition in D.C. after winning the regional  
competition against UCLA, USD, and UNLV!” 
  
La Raza Law Students Association and the Asian Pacific American  
Law Student Association also provide their members with support  
programs. “La Raza's mentorship program provides its members with 
peer support for transitioning into law school and methods in succeed-
ing in law school,” said Jose Rodriguez 1L. Pamela Rivera 1L described 

La Raza's Multiple Choice Clinic and Finals Simulation Clinic as “Unparalleled!” 
  
APALSA Secretary Jackie Nicolas 2L explained, “We're big on community service and network with local 
attorney associations like the Korean American Bar Association of San Diego, Pan Asian Lawyers of San 
Diego, and the Filipino American Lawyers of San Diego, who host mock interviews for our members.” 
  
Phi Alpha Delta's Vice Justice Khouloud Elmasri explained how her fraternity helps its members  
establish themselves in the legal field. “PAD is an endless resource. It's a network that is local, national 
and international. We support career growth, a commitment to community service and opportunities  
to connect to a variety of individuals. Our membership also includes some famous faces, including the  
Clintons!” 
  
Family Law Society's Amy Buchanan 3L shared, “We strive to broaden people's perspective of family law 
because it is often, a misunderstood area of the law. There's always a need for it and even if you’re not 
sure what to do, its good to learn about it because it's not just about divorces and custody. It also involves 
child welfare, elders, estate planning and even bankruptcy law.” 

Rexy Rolle 2L, Jay B Campbell 2L, 
Antionette Scott 3L of BLSA  

Sara Denton 2L of Outlaw and Neda 
Shoushtari 3L of MELSA  

Susy Prochazka 3L and Monica 
Kazemi 1L of the Animal Legal  
Defense Fund  
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It’s Time to Find Out About Bar Prep! February and March Are TJSL’s Bar Prep Months!  
 
Please visit the table of each of the following bar prep companies: 
 Themis Bar Review:              February 4 - 8 
 Flemings Bar Review:           February 11 - 12   

          *(Exam Writing Workshop on 2/12 at 11:30 a.m., room 323) 
 Kaplan Bar Program:             February 18 - 22 
 Barbri:                                        February 25 - March 1 
 BarMaxx:                                   March 4 - March 5 
 Bar Secrets:                              (TBA) 

Information Session for TJSL Summer Study Abroad Programs in China & France  
 
Tuesday, January 29, 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Room 323 
You have an opportunity to study abroad this summer through TJSL’s Summer Study Abroad Programs to 
Hangzhou, China and Nice, France. Come to the informational meeting to learn how you may apply for the 
programs. 
  
Program dates for Hangzhou, China are May 20 – June 7, 2013 
Program dates for Nice, France are June 24 - July 18, 2013 

Page 13 The Advisor  

TJSL’s Baseball Arbitration Team Competes well at Tulane Event 
 
TJSL’s Baseball Arbitration Team made a great showing, but didn’t  
repeat last year’s first-place finish in the 2013 Tulane Baseball Arbitra-
tion Competition – winning their first and second round match-ups and 
just missing the quarter-finals by losing in the third round. 
 
The team of Ryan McBride 3L, Ishmael Iniguez 2L and Sam Ehrlich 2L 
bested St. John's and Loyola in the first two-rounds, but lost to Chicago-
Kent in the third round. 
 

“TJSL’s team received strong praise from judges, as well as fellow  
competitors,” said the team’s faculty advisor, Professor Randy Grossman.  “TJSL continues to enhance  
its reputation as a leader in sports law, recognized nationally by other law schools. “ 
 
"We worked hard, prepared well, and look forward to competing again next year,” said the team’s coach, 
Jeremy Evans ’11. “We had a great team effort from both the students and alums and it was a great expe-
rience for all.  I am very proud of the team's performance and the continued lessons learned we can put 
in our book of skills for Thomas Jefferson School of Law students competing in the National Baseball  
Arbitration Competition at Tulane."   
 
Others helping out with team TJSL included traveling coach Jonathan Stahler 2L, along with alumni  
Brandon Leopoldus '10, Justin Heim '12, and Dan Nguyen '12. Stahler is a Sports Law Fellow in TJSL’s 
Center for Sports Law and Policy. 
 
In 2012, Sam Ehrlich, along with Justin Heim and Dan Nguyen, made up the TJSL team that won the entire 
competition. 

L to R:  Jonathan Stahler, Ryan 
McBride, Ishmael Iniguez and  
Sam Ehrlich 
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Citations Added Jan. 20- Jan. 28, 2013 

 

Marjorie Cohn 
 

Presentations: 
The Responsibility to Protect and Libya, Syria and Mali, World Affairs Council of Northern 
San Diego County, Rancho Bernardo (January 17, 2013) 

 

 

Professor Greenberg's Intersexuality Book Receives More Critical Praise 
 
TJSL Professor Julie Greenberg’s latest book, Intersexuality and the  
Law, Why Sex Matters, (NYU Press) has been praised recently in a book 
review written by Professor Jessica Knouse in the Law and Society  
Review.  Read the Review 
 
Professor Knouse concludes: “Intersexuality and the Law provides a  
definitive account of the history and present of intersex issues, artfully  
interweaving stories from the lives of intersex individuals with explana-

tions of complex legal doctrine and suggestions for future litigation and legislation.  Few authors have 
illustrated such sustained commitment to understanding how intersexuality interacts with existing legal 
regimes, and Greenberg provides invaluable description, analysis, and critique.” 
 
“I am so pleased that people are becoming more aware of the critical life-altering issues affecting  
members of the intersex community,” said Professor Greenberg.  “I hope that this book serves to educate 
and inspire people to assist this relatively new, underserved, and underfunded civil rights movement.   
I have donated all the royalties from the book to Advocates for Informed Choice (AIC), an organization 
devoted to using legal avenues to assist people with an intersex condition.” 
 
This commentary follows earlier positive reviews of the book.  Shannon Minter, Legal Director of the  
National Center for Lesbian Rights (NCLR) and lead counsel for same-sex couples in the landmark  
California marriage equality case, wrote: "This volume solidifies Greenberg’s reputation as a thinker  
of uncommon clarity and, unquestionably, the leading legal scholar on intersex issues…Based on her  
unparalleled knowledge of the nuances and internal debates among intersex advocates, Greenberg pro-
vides a richly detailed and masterful account of the legal issues affecting intersex people, enlivened by a 
keen appreciation of the tensions and potential conflicts between legal advocacy for intersex and 
transgender people."   

http://www.tjsl.edu/sites/default/files/files/Greenberg%20Book%20Review.pdf
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 28 29 
 

30 
 
11:30 a.m. 
The Ethical 
Considera-
tions of the 
New Normal  

31 
 
6 p.m. 
The Women's 
Law Association  
Meeting  
8th floor  
Conference 
Room  

February 01 
 
Wear RED  
today to  
support  
education / 
research for 
Women’s heart 
disease 

02 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Groundhog’s 
Day 

03 
 
Super Bowl 
Sunday  
XLVII 

04 
 
 

05 06 
 
5:30  
8th floor 
The Employ-
ment of  
Latinos in the 
Law 

07 
Dedication  
Celebration 

08 
Women and 
the Law Conf 

09 
Barristers 
Ball 

10 11 12 
 
 
 
 
 

 

16th President 
of the United 
States Abraham  
Lincoln’s  
Birthday  
Born in Hardin 
County,  
Kentucky in 
1809 

13 
 
Ash  
Wednesday  
 the first day of 
the Christian 
season of Lent 
and a sign of 
penitence.  

14 
 
Valentines Day 

15 16 

Fat  
Tuesday! 


