
  

 

The 13th Annual WLC is a Sell-Out!  Registration is Closed. 

 

Due to overwhelming response, registration is now closed for the 13th  
Annual Women and the Law Conference on February 8.  This year’s confer-
ence, titled “HER HONOR:  Women in the Judiciary,”  will feature honored 
guests U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Susan Williams, 
the Walter W. Foskett Professor of Law and Director of the Center for Consti-
tutional Democracy at the Indiana University Maurer School of Law and a  
former clerk of Justice Ginsburg.  Professor Williams has a keynote role as 
the Ruth Bader Ginsburg Lecturer.  After her 2003 visit to Thomas Jefferson 

School of Law, Justice Ginsburg graciously created the Ruth Bader Ginsburg Lecture Series, which has become 
the keynote presentation of this annual conference that focuses exclusively on issues related to gender and  
the law. 
 

The conference will reflect on the challenges and achievements of women judges and their effect on their legal 
systems and will look prospectively at the part women judges will play in developing stronger legal regimes.  
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg will bring her perspectives as a female member of the nation’s highest court during 
a Q & A session in the late afternoon.  
 

For those who registered, seating at the conference will be on a first-come, first-served basis, with the exception 
of a reserved VIP section.  Only the first 150 attendees who arrive for the WLC on Friday morning will be  
allowed entrance to Room 325, the classroom where the live conference will take place.  An adjacent classroom, 
Room 323, will be set up for overflow with a live simulcast of the conference throughout the day.  Between the 
two classrooms, there is only seating for 300 people total.  The best seating choices will be available for those 
attending the entire conference.  Not everyone will be able to sit in the conference classroom.  Seats cannot be 
reserved for individual sessions with purses, book bags, etc.  Once a session begins, any people-less seats will  
be made available to others in need of seating.   When the room with the live conference reaches capacity,  
attendees will be directed to the overflow room next door where the live simulcast will take place. 
 

Please note that only Faculty, Staff and Students of TJSL are permitted to attend the conference for free, and  
only if you registered online in advance.  If you did not pay for your guests when you registered online ($25 for 
Students from other Institutions, $35 for TJSL Alumni and Lawyers Club Members, $50 for General Public), they 
will not be on the registration list and will not be admitted at the door.   

 

Also, due to a request from Justice Ginsburg, the conference schedule has changed slightly.  Please view the new 
schedule at www.tjsl.edu/conferences/wlc.  Thomas Jefferson School of Law is proud and honored to be able  
to present a conference of this caliber.  Thank you for your cooperation in making this event a special one to  
remember!  And, don’t forget that the reception following the conference is open to all officially registered (and 
paid) registrants. 

January 14, 2013 

http://www.tjsl.edu/conferences/wlc
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Another Opportunity to See/Hear Justice Ginsburg – Don’t Miss This One! 

 

There’s no reason to feel left out if you missed registering for  
the Women and the Law Conference.  That’s because you and 
your guests have another opportunity to hear and see Justice 
Ginsburg speak!  The first event in our three-day Dedication  
Celebration is the formal Dedication Ceremony for the new 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law campus to take place at the  
Balboa Theatre at Horton Plaza on Thursday, February 7, at 5 
p.m.   Our honored guests will include not only Justice Ginsburg, 

but Supreme Court Justices from three other countries:  Brazilian Supreme Court Justice Dias Toffoli;  
former French Supreme Court Justice Noe lle Lenoir; and Chinese Supreme Court Justice Jiang Huil-
ing!  There will be other guest speakers as well.  You won’t want to miss this once in a lifetime event!   
It is free and you may bring guests, as long as you all are registered in advance at Dedication@tjsl.edu.   

 

And it just gets better!  Following the Dedication Ceremony at 6:30 p.m. will be an Open House at the  
law school for you and your registered guests.  Great music, food and other surprises will await you 
there!  Dean Hasl soon will be sending an email about class schedules during the ceremony and open 
house hours as he wants as many members of the TJSL community to attend this event as possible. 

 

Register now at Dedication@tjsl.edu .  We must have a complete list of attendees for the U.S. Marshals 
who will accompany Justice Ginsburg during her visit to TJSL for these events.  Just like at the Women 
and the Law Conference, there will be a formal check-in and guests not on the registered list will not  
be admitted.  
 

Register by Friday, February 1. 

mailto:Dedication@tjsl.edu
mailto:Dedication@tjsl.edu
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TJSL Student Honored by Orange County Hispanic Bar Association  

 

Thomas Jefferson School of Law 2L Samantha Morales has been awarded 
the Orange County Hispanic Bar Association’s Wally Davis Scholarship.  
Morales is one of two awardees of the $8,000 scholarship, and the mother 
of two young daughters is very grateful for the recognition. 
  
“I am extremely humbled and honored to be recognized for my work in the 
Latino/a community by receiving such a generous and prestigious award 
from the Orange County Hispanic Bar Association,” said Morales. “Although 
this scholarship relieves some of my financial burden, it is very meaningful 
to me because it comes with the support of an organization that strives to 
make a difference in the community. “ 
  
Morales distinguished herself before she arrived at TJSL with her public 
service work in her native Sacramento, including holding leadership posi-
tions and winning several prestigious awards for her efforts in the Latino 
community.  She brought her passion for public service with her when she 

arrived in San Diego, as public service co-chair of TJSL’s La Raza Law students and as a mentor with San 
Diego La Raza Lawyer’s LEAD Project. She has interned at the Immigration Center for Women and Chil-
dren and has worked with the San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program. 
  
“My journey to law school was not an easy one, but it has definitely propelled me to follow my dreams.” 
said Morales. “Being a lawyer will allow me to be an advocate of social justice for others, and hopefully 
also inspire future generations of Latino/a(s) to pursue a higher education despite any obstacles in their 
way. Anything is possible with faith, hard work, and determination.” 
  
At TJSL, Morales is part of the Criminal Fellowship Program and is interested in practicing criminal law 
after law school. She also serves as a student assistant in the TJSL Communications Office. 
  
And Morales is also grateful to the TJSL professors who are helping her along the journey now that she is 
in law school. “I may be a full time law student but more importantly, I am a mom 24/7”. I am grateful for 
this opportunity and extend my gratitude to the amazing TJSL professors who have believed in me and 
have gone out of their way to try to help me balance school and motherhood.” 
  
The award will be presented at a gala ceremony March 2 at the Disney Grand Californian Hotel. 

  
Congratulations to Samantha from everyone in the TJSL family! 

https://www.tjsl.edu/sites/default/files/files/Morales%20OC%20Invitation.pdf
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TJSL Welcomes New Group of Brazilian Attorneys  

 

For the next week, TJSL is playing host to the latest group of Brazili-
an attorneys who arrived at the law school on January 7. 
  
They are part of LEEP (Legal Education and Exchange Program), an 
exchange between TJSL and the Brazilian legal community and the 
students who come to San Diego are here to learn about the Ameri-
can legal system. 
  
Who better to teach them than TJSL Professor Thom Golden? He 

has taught the U.S. system to several groups of Brazilian lawyers who have been here with LEEP. 
  
“We are in our second full year now and we have another great experience in store for the lawyers,” said 
TJSL Adjunct Professor Dr. Carla McEwen, director of the LEEP Program. 
  
The first order of business, is to dissolve any language barriers where they exist, although all of the  
lawyers in the program have studied English resulting in varied proficiency. 
  
Their first lesson on the U.S. system was taught by Professor McEwen in Portuguese, but with key words 
about American law in English. 
  
Then the same lesson will be taught in English. 
  
The lawyers also heard a presentation from Dr. Gail Robinson, a linguistics professor from San Diego 
State University, who is helping to “build a cognitive bridge between the lawyer’s experiences in Brazil 
and the U.S. legal system.” 
  
Dr. Robinson is the founding director of the National Language Center at SDSU, and is an expert in cross-
cultural communication- exactly the goal of the LEEP Program. 
  
Along with the American legal system, the lawyers will take mini-courses in the building blocks of our 
system, including Torts, Contracts, Civil Procedure, Antitrust Regulation, Alternate Dispute Resolution, 
International Law and Criminal Law. 
  
If you meet one of the Brazilian lawyers, don’t forget to say: Boa vinda! (Welcome!) 
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Lawyers in Literature:  

Award-winning Short Story by Professor Steve Semeraro  

January 23  

7 p.m. 

8th Floor 

You won’t want to miss Professor Steve Semeraro read excerpts from his 

award-winning short story The Birds They Sang at the Break of Day. Based 

loosely on the life of TJSL alumnus and DUI attorney Eric Ganci ‘08, Professor Semeraro’s story won the 

first ever Journal of Legal Education Fiction Contest in 2012, sponsored by Southwestern Law School in 

Los Angeles and judged by prominent writers. His story was selected as the best entry from among 129 

from writers across the U.S. and several other countries!  

Beer and wine tasting with Eric Mitnick & Professor Semeraro.  

 

Donations are welcome and will to go towards the Alumni Association Art Gift a mural for the Law Clinic 

and Sponsorships for Clinical Students.  

You can donate in advance by clicking here. Be sure to indicate where you would like your donation to go 

under the comments sections 

Friends & Family are Welcome!  

Top Six Reasons to Join San Diego Lawyers Club This Month: 

 

 The mission of Lawyers Club is to advance women in the law 
and to help attorneys balance work and life.  Student membership 
costs only $30 per year.   

 The Lawyers Club Annual Interviewing Seminar is open to  
student members only.   

 This is a great way to network with judges and lawyers and improve your interviewing 
skills.  

 Lawyers Club is less than 25 members away from hitting the 1,000 member mark. The 
1000th member will gets a prize - a free ticket to the Red, White & Brew event coming 
up on January 31st . 

 Starting in 2013, there will be a big price difference for non-members vs. members to 
attend Lawyers Club events. 

 All student members can join the Student Committee – an excellent way to network 
with peers, lawyers, judges and Lawyers Club’s leadership! Committee members also 
get to attend some Lawyers Club events for free. 

https://alumni.tjsl.edu/efr/index.asp
http://www.lawyersclubsandiego.com/displaycommon.cfm?an=3#Student


6 

 

 
 

Citations Added Jan. 6 - Jan. 14, 2013 

 

Marjorie Cohn 
 

Radio: 

Zero Dark Thirty: Torturing the Truth, Sounds of Dissent, WZBC, Boston 

 

 

 

 

 
TJSL Welcomes Visiting Professor Michael Hayes  

 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law welcomes Professor Michael Hayes, 
who is here at TJSL as a Visiting Professor for our Spring 2013  
Semester. 
  
“I’m thrilled to be here because I’m interested in California because  
the future of law occurs here,” said Professor Hayes, who is on the  
faculty at the University of Baltimore Law School faculty as an associ-
ate professor. 
 

"He’s not just a vibrant labor and employment law scholar with extensive practice experience represent-
ing major labor unions, he’s also a dynamic, dedicated teacher who has won more than a half-dozen 
teaching awards from students and faculty in his teaching career, said TJSL Professor Anders Kaye, Chair 
of the Appointments Committee. "He’ll be a wonderful addition to the law school community." 
  
Professor Hayes has also taught as a visiting professor at the University of Aberdeen, Scotland; the  
National Labor College in Silver Spring, Md.; and at Albany Law School. Prior to his teaching career,  
Hayes practiced labor and employment law for six years with Sherman, Dunn, Cohen, Leifer and Yellig  
in Washington, D.C., and for one year as a staff counsel to the National Labor Relations Board. Professor 
Hayes has a J.D. from the University of Virginia School of Law, and a B.S. from Cornell University where  
he graduated first in his class from the School of Industrial and Labor Relations. 
  
Professor Hayes, an experienced Torts teacher, will be teaching two sections of Torts II in Spring 2013, 
taking over the sections from Professor Susan Bisom-Rapp who will be on sabbatical this semester. 
  
On behalf of the entire TJSL family, welcome! 
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