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San Diego Defense Lawyers is now accepting entries for its essay competition.  The prompt for this year’s contest is:

You are a partner at the law firm of Prim, Proper, and Price.  The firm regularly handles commercial litigation and transactions for large and small businesses and entrepreneurs.  One of your largest clients, an entrepreneur named Cash Tucker, has approached you for advice regarding how to form, license, and operate a recreational marijuana business in California only in the year 2018.  Tucker’s vision is to form a business that will handle growth, transport, distribution and sale of marijuana throughout the state in every County in which a permit to perform such operations can be obtained.  

Tucker has specifically requested advice regarding the risks involved with such a venture with respect to banking, employment, business formation, contracting, criminal prosecution, and insurance in light of the conflict between federal law and California law as to the legality of the cultivation, transportation, distribution, sale, purchase, and use of marijuana.  Tucker has asked you to create a legal memorandum explaining the statutory scheme enacted by the California legislature to govern recreational marijuana, analyzing the risks associated with forming and operating the business described above, and any risk mitigation measures you recommend, to the extent possible.  

AWARD: 
A scholarship of two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) will be awarded to each winner of the competition. 

One winner will be chosen from each of the following law schools in San Diego: 

1.  California Western School of Law

2.  Thomas Jefferson School of Law

3.  University of San Diego School of Law

Each winner will be invited to attend San Diego Defense Lawyers’ 34th Annual Installation Dinner on January 27, 2018 free of charge (a $150 value), where the scholarships will be presented to each winner on stage.  Each winner will also be featured in San Diego Defense Lawyers’ quarterly publication The Update. 
ELIGIBILITY: 

The contest is open to all second and third year (2L/3L) law students currently attending one of the San Diego law schools listed above.  

FORMAT & CONTENT:

A wide range of essay formats are accepted. Any form of citation is acceptable so long at it remains consistent throughout the essay.  The essay must be double spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font and should not exceed 25 pages in length, inclusive of endnotes.  There is no minimum page requirement.  All entries become the property of San Diego Defense Lawyers. 

DEADLINE:

Essay submissions must be received by San Diego Defense Lawyers no later than December 31, 2017.      

Essays e-mailed after this deadline will not be considered.  Essays must be submitted to sandiegodefenselawyers@gmail.com with the phrase “SDDL Essay Contest Submission” followed by your name and the name of your law school in the subject line heading. 

For any additional information, please e-mail San Diego Defense Lawyers at sandiegodefenselawyers@gmail.com
