The suggested subtopics to be covered in a two‑unit class are those listed under the main topics
in the sample syllabus. Page numbers in the casebook are noted in parentheses.

CALIFORNIA CIVIL PROCEDURE
[Professor]
[Semester]
[Office Hours and Location]
[E mail and telephone]

Casebooks: Levine, Slomanson & Shapell, CALIFORNIA CIVIL PROCEDURE (Thomson/West 4th ed. 2011) and Levine & Kane, CIVIL PROCEDURE IN CALIFORNIA (Thomson/West 2011 ed.) are required. Use Levine & Kane to review the statutes and rules that are germane to the reading assignments. You are also responsible for the material updating the chapters available at the course web site <http://www.tjsl.edu/slomansonb/CalCivPro.html>. I may also hand out some problems or other materials during the semester.

Optional Materials: The casebook authors have also prepared: Slomanson, NUTSHELL ON CALIFORNIA CIVIL PROCEDURE (Thomson/West 3d ed. 2008); and Levine & Shapell, QUICK REVIEW CALIFORNIA CIVIL PROCEDURE (Thomson/West 2d ed. 2011). Either of these may be helpful in improving your understanding of the material, but they are no substitute for reading and digesting the assignments!

Class Attendance and Participation: The learning process throughout law school demands regular and punctual attendance. I will spot check attendance as required.

I will be using an expert system to ensure an excellent level of class discussion. On the few days in the semester when you are assigned to be an expert, you should be thoroughly prepared to discuss the assigned readings in detail. (When you are not an expert, your responsibility is to be prepared so you can fully benefit from and participate in the discussion as a volunteer.) As an expert, it is your responsibility to be present in class and to participate fully in the discussion or to arrange for a classmate to substitute for you. Telephoning to advise me that you cannot serve as an expert is courteous, but will not relieve you of the responsibility to find a substitute. I reserve the right to lower your grade for failing to meet your responsibilities as an expert or for excessive absences.

Examination: I plan to have an open book examination. The exact format will be announced in class towards the end of the semester.

 Week 1: Introduction (Course Perspective, Sources of Procedural Law, Choice of Court) (pp. 1‑36);.Subject Matter Jurisdiction (pp. 37‑47).
 
 Week 2: Personal Jurisdiction and Service of Process (pp. 47‑78); Venue/Proper Court (pp. 79‑87); Forum Non Conveniens (pp. 87-97).

 Week 3: Conflict of Laws (pp. 97-116); Pleading: Complaints (pp. 117-154); Cross-Complaint (pp. 201-210).

 Week 4: Pleading (continued): Responses (pp. 155-167); Answer (pp. 167- 174); Statute of Limitations (pp. 174-201).

 Week 5: Pleading (continued): Amendments (pp. 210-228); Anti‑SLAPP Motions (pp.  236-269).

Week 6:  Discovery Philosophy and Scope (pp. 306-350).

 Week 7: Discovery (continued): Devices (pp. 351‑402); Experts (pp. 403-409).

 Week 8: Discovery (continued): Systemic Oversight (pp. 409-446); Disposition without Trial:
Case Management (pp. 503-511); Dismissal (pp. 511-529).

 Week 9: Disposition without Trial (continued): Summary Judgment/Adjudication (pp. 575-588); Settlement & Offers of Judgment (pp. 566-601).

 Week 10: Disposition without Trial (continued); Arbitration: Contractual (pp. 448-485);
Judicial (pp. 486-492); Default and Default Judgment (pp. 530-540).
 
Week 11: Trial by Jury (pp. 606-655).

 Week 12: Trial (continued): Advising the Jury (pp. 655-669); Judicial Control of the Jury (pp. 681-705).
 
Week 13: Appealability and Other Requirements for Appellate Review (pp. 775-814); Standard of Review & Error (pp. 814-833).

 Week 14: Prior Adjudication: Stare Decisis (pp. 836‑853); Res Judicata: Claim and Issue Preclusion (pp. 854-886).

