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Brown, who became a judge in 1988, has presided over many cases that have drawn the public’s 
interest and has typically allowed newspapers and television stations to photograph the 
proceedings. But no more. “Regrettably, this is allowed,” said Peter Scheer, executive director of 
the First Amendment Coalition, a San Rafael-based public-interest group. 

Judges have substantial discretion under rules set by the California Judicial Council to determine 
whether to allow cameras in their courtrooms, but — technically — must do so on a case-by-case 
basis, Scheer said. 

“It doesn’t matter, practically speaking, because he or she can just say ‘No’ again and again and 
again,” he said. 

Brown’s displeasure with San Diego 6 began in September when Marine Sgt. Fernando Pacheco, 
27, pleaded guilty to felony animal abuse, which the judge reduced to a misdemeanor. 

San Diego 6 News reported the story and asked viewers to respond through the social 
networking site Twitter with their views on the judge’s decision. 

At the Dec. 1 hearing for Pacheco, Brown repeatedly raised the subject of the news station’s 
earlier reporting — its use of Twitter, in particular — and said later that he believed the station 
had not reported the story “thoroughly.” 

Brown said in court that he believed Pacheco hadn’t intended to hurt the kitten, but he reacted 
instinctively when the animal scratched him. Noting that Pacheco paid nearly $4,000 in 
veterinary bills, the judge ruled that no further punishment was necessary. 

Attorneys in the case said the kitten, named Cullen, has recovered from its injuries, which 
included a broken leg and head trauma. 

A Channel 6 news director did not respond to calls seeking comment for this story. But in its 
coverage of the December sentencing, the station defended its reporting and its use of Twitter in 
a story posted online. 

“Judge Brown has asked for an apology, but San Diego 6 News feels we were serving you, our 
viewers, with our story and by including you in the conversation,” the story read. 

“We will continue to request camera access in Judge Brown’s courtroom.” 

Scheer said he had “serious doubts” as to whether court rules would permit a judge to exclude 
cameras from one media outlet and not others simply because the judge didn’t like the way a 
news station or newspaper had reported the case. 

He said an exception would be if a news outlet violated a court order. In those instances, judges 
have been known to bar camera coverage by the offending news outlet for a certain number of 
hearings or for the duration of the case. 
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