
  

 

Governor Brown Appoints TJSL Alumna as Deputy  
Secretary of Housing Policy  

 

California Governor Brown has appointed Thomas Jefferson 
Alumna Susan Riggs 08' to serve his administration as Deputy 
Secretary of Housing Policy at the California Business,  
Consumer Services, and Housing Agency in Sacramento, CA. 
  
“Susan’s accomplishments are something to celebrate,” said 
Professor Susan Bisom-Rapp. “She is one of our most talented 
and innovative graduates and she is making a tremendous  
difference in California.” 
 
Riggs has dedicated her career to improving housing policy. 

She has promoted the creation of safe, stable, and affordable healthy housing for low income families since 2010  
as executive director of the San Diego Housing Federation and has taught housing policy and real estate economics 
as adjunct faculty at San Diego State University since 2005. Previously, she practiced affordable housing and rede-
velopment law at Best Best and Krieger LLP and served as vice president of government affairs for the San Diego  
Association of Realtors. Riggs has also served as chief policy advisor and senior policy analyst for the San Diego 
Housing Commission, as adjunct faculty at Southwestern College, and as an associate at Trammell Crow Company 
and CB Richard Ellis. 
 
In addition to serving as an appointee to the California Resource Board's Environmental Justice Advisory Committee, 
Riggs also serves on the Board of Directors of several prominent housing boards. Riggs is an active board member 
for Civic San Diego, Housing California, Home Again, and the Board of Governors of the California Housing Consorti-
um. Previously, she served as president for Citizens Coordinate for Century 3 (C3) and as co-chair for the San Diego 
Regional Chamber of Commerce Housing Policy Committee. 
 
"Ms. Riggs is well remembered at Thomas Jefferson School of Law as one of our most promising students. We always 
expected she would achieve great things. Her appointment is a great confirmation that with hard work and dedica-
tion, you can achieve anything with a law degree from Thomas Jefferson," said Professor Bryan H. Wildenthal. 
 
Riggs has earned various awards and distinctions since graduating Magna Cum Laude from Thomas Jefferson. In 
2008 she won the California State Bar Public Law Writing Competition. In 2011 she was inducted into San Diego 
Metro Magazine's “40 Under 40 Hall of Fame” and into Lambda Alpha International, an honorary society for the  
advancement of land economics. 

 

February 10, 2014 

Susan Riggs '08  
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 Professor Deo Awarded 2014  
Neil Gotanda Speakership  

Professor Meera Deo has been invited to be the 2014  
Neil Gotanda Speaker by the Berkeley Asian American Law 
Journal. Her remarks will be part of the Berkeley Journal  
of African-American Law and & Policy’s annual symposium. 
This year’s symposium, “25 Years From Now: The Case for 
Diversity and Future Affirmative Action in the Wake of Fish-
er and Schuette” is being co-hosted by the two journals and 
will be held on March 3, 2014 at UC Berkeley School of Law. 
 
This year's symposium will discuss the constitutional and 
practical implications of the recent United States Supreme 

Court’s decision in Fisher v. University of Texas and its upcoming decision in Schuette v. Coalition to Defend  
Affirmative Action. 
 
The Neil Gotanda speakership awarded to Professor Deo is named after Professor Neil Gotanda, a constitutional 
law expert.  Professor Gotanda is widely considered to be one of the founders of Asian American Jurisprudence. 
At the symposium, Professor Deo will discuss the affirmative action Supreme Court decisions and present her 
forthcoming publication on affirmative action. 
 
Professor Deo is a nationally-recognized interdisciplinary scholar on institutional diversity and affirmative  
action. Her scholarship has been cited in numerous amicus briefs filed in the U.S. Supreme Court and published  
in leading law journals around the country. 
  
Professor Deo earned her J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School and her Ph.D from UCLA. Before  
coming to Thomas Jefferson, Professor Deo worked for the ACLU's National Legal Department in New York City, 
Women's Health, and as Director of the Breast Cancer Legal Project at the California Women's Law Center. She 
currently serves on the Association of American Law School's Executive Committee on Law and Social Sciences 
Section and is an appointee to the California Commission on Access to Justice. 

 

Professor Meera Deo  
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Thomas Jefferson School of Law to Host  
Conference on Women and the Military 

on Friday, February 21 in Room 325 
 

Addressing the Unique Forces Shaping Women’s  
Access to Power and Justice in the U.S. Military 

 
The conference is free for all TJSL students, faculty and staff   

but you must register in order to attend!    
 

 
The 2014 Women and the Law conference held on Friday, February 21 will focus on women and the military. This 
event will provide an opportunity to learn about a number of issues, including whether new statistics on sexual  
assault in the military warrant legislative changes to the Uniform Code of Military Justice, and will explore the topic 
of women serving in elite combat units.                         
 
This conference will be of interest not just to those with a military connection, but to anyone who seeks to gain  
insight on leadership and success from some of the nation’s most powerful lawyers in uniform. 

 

The keynote speaker, Vice Admiral Nanette DeRenzi, serves as Judge Advocate General of the U.S. Navy. She is  
the first woman to hold this position. The 2014 Ruth Bader Ginsburg Lecturer, Captain Stacy Pedrozo, serves as  
the Commanding Officer of the Naval Justice School, which trains every lawyer in the Navy and Marine Corps.  

 

Thomas Jefferson School of Law is a longtime leader in the education of men and women who have served in  
the U.S. military. Eleven percent of the Fall 2013 incoming class served in uniform, and the school is home to a  
Veteran’s Legal Assistance Clinic and an on-campus chapter of Student Veterans of America.  

 

What:              14th Annual TJSL Women and the Law Conference / Women and the Military  
When:             Friday, February 21, 2014 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Where:            Thomas Jefferson School of Law 1155 Island Avenue, San Diego, CA 9210 Room 325 
Who:  Keynote Speaker: Vice Admiral Nanette DeRenzi 
  Speaker: Captain Stacy Pedrozo, Commanding Officer of the Naval Justice School              

 

The Conference is open to the public at a $35 dollar registration fee. $25 dollars for Active Duty and Retired  
Military. All Conference attendees must register at http://www.tjsl.edu/conferences/wlc in order to  
attend the event.  The conference is free for all TJSL students, faculty and staff - but you must register in order  
to attend!   
 
If you would like to volunteer to help during the conference please contact Danielle Gilbert  at  
gilberda@tjsl.edu. 

 

http://www.tjsl.edu/conferences/wlc
http://www.tjsl.edu/conferences/wlc
http://www.tjsl.edu/conferences/wlc
mailto:gilberda@tjsl.edu
mailto:gilberda@gapps.tjsl.edu
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Citations Added January 26, 2014 - February 3, 2014 

 

Richard Winchester 
Presentations: 

Carried Interest for the Common Man, Pepperdine University School of Law Tax Symposium, 
Pepperdine University School of Law, Malibu, CA (January 17, 2014) 

 

Susan Bisom-Rapp 
Chapter in a Book: 

Context Matters: A Reply to Professor Eisenberg, 65 FLA. L. REV. FORUM 1 (2014) (invited  
response) 

 

 

 

Be sure to check  

out TJSL’s Official  

Facebook and  

Twitter Pages 

 

 

 
 
 

TJSL Spring 2014 graduation will take place on May 17, 2014 at Copley’s Symphony Hall. 
More information to come…    

https://www.facebook.com/officialtjsl?ref=br_rs
https://twitter.com/tjsl
https://twitter.com/tjsl
https://www.facebook.com/officialtjsl?ref=br_rs
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February 4, 2014 
Professor Marjorie Cohn was quoted in a story that appears in The Nation 
 
January 31, 2014 
Professor Marjorie Cohn contributes to the Huffington Post 
 
January 26, 2014 
Professor Marjorie Cohn contributes to the Constitutional Law Prof Blog 
 
January 17, 2014 
Professor William Byrnes was quoted in the Wall Street Journal article titled Duly Noted: Delaying Social Security claims 
 
January 15, 2014 
Professor Marjorie Cohn was a Contributing Editor in the Jurist discussing two recent decisions on the constitutionality of 
the National Security Agency's (NSA) metadata collection program  
 
January  6, 2014 
Professor Alex Kreit appeared in the Wall Street Journal article titled New York's Puzzling Medical Marijuana Plan  
 
December 17, 2013 
Professor Kaimipono Wenger appeared in a Huffington Post segment about the recent polygamy decision  
 
December 10, 2013 
TJSL awards JSD to Richard Gendler story appeared in The Daily Transcript  
 
December 3, 2013 
TJSL launches website for military story appeared in the SD Daily Transcript  
 
November 26, 2013  
JURIST Guest Columnist Alex Kreit of the Thomas Jefferson School of Law says that 2014 is going to be a truly ground-
breaking year for marijuana policy in the US, when Colorado's and Washington's marijuana legalization takes effect  
 
November 25, 2013  
TJSL was mentioned the SD Daily Transcript story titled Bar results feature highest pass rate in 4 years  
 
November 21, 2013 
Professor Deven R. Desai was quoted in the  New York Times in a story titled Beyond 3-D Printers’ Magic, Possible Legal 
Wrangling.  
 
November 21, 2013 
TJSL collecting money, supplies for Typhoon Haiyan victims story appeared in the SD Daily Transcript  
 
 
 
  
 

http://www.thenation.com/article/178225/has-nsa-wiretapping-violated-attorney-client-privilege
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/marjorie-cohn/beyond-orwells-worst-nigh_b_4698242.html
http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/conlaw/2014/01/daily-read-marjorie-cohn-on-the-nsa-decisions-and-surveillance.html
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/duly-noted-delaying-social-security-claims-2014-01-17
http://jurist.org/forum/2014/01/marjorie-cohn-nsa-metadata.php
http://jurist.org/forum/2014/01/marjorie-cohn-nsa-metadata.php
http://blogs.wsj.com/law/2014/01/06/new-yorks-puzzling-medical-marijuana-plan/
http://live.huffingtonpost.com/r/segment/utah-sister-wives-polygamy/52ab39fe78c90a4e4900048b
http://www.sddt.com/News/article.cfm?SourceCode=20131210tjc#.UquRcfRDt8F
http://www.sddt.com/News/article.cfm?SourceCode=20131203tje#.UqZDxfRDt8G
http://www.jurist.org/forum/2013/11/alex-kreit-marijuana-legalization.php
http://www.jurist.org/forum/2013/11/alex-kreit-marijuana-legalization.php
http://www.sddt.com/News/article.cfm%20SourceCode=20131125czf&_t=Bar+results+feature+highest+pass+rate+in+4+years#.UqZBxPRDt8F
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/24/business/beyond-3-d-printers-magic-possible-legal-wrangling.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/24/business/beyond-3-d-printers-magic-possible-legal-wrangling.html?_r=0
http://www.sddt.com/News/article.cfm?SourceCode=20131121czc&_t=TJSL+collecting+money+supplies+for+Typhoon+Haiyan+victims#.UpOz3cRDt8F
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Location: 6th Floor 
Must have attended the 

Interview Skills Workshop. 

Room 318 

Register:  

http://www.tjsl.edu/conferences/wlc 

Presidents’ Day 

http://www.tjsl.edu/conferences/wlc

